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According to a report by Douglas Farah of the Washington Post (01/05/88), a document authored
by the FMLN and given to journalists this week stated that the rebels are planning a new military
offensive to topple the Salvadoran government. The document, allegedly written for combatants,
focused on the rebels' move back into the capital city, and how conditions were more favorable at
present than was the case during their failed "final offensive" in 1981. According to government
officials, on Jan. 5, the FMLN blew up more than 12 power lines. Blackouts occurred in seven of
the nation's nine provinces. On Jan. 2, rebels attacked a large coffee plantation in the Presidente
province. Damage estimated at $2 million included the burning of almost 900 tons of coffee, three
trucks and several buildings. Since 1979, Washington has provided almost $3 billion in economic
and military aid to the Salvadoran government. The US Embassy estimates that the rebels have
caused almost $2 billion in economic damages in the past eight years. The total includes lost and
destroyed production, and damage to infrastructure. Estimates of rebel forces indicate that since
1980, their numbers have dropped from about 12,000 to around 6,000. Meanwhile, the Army has
grown from 12,000 to 54,000.
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